ROBESPIERRE
people. Thus the Third Estate brought the Fourth
Estate into play in order to gain its ends, until one day
it discovered that it had raised a Frankenstein.
Robespierre's friend Camille Desmoulins is usually
given credit for having started the movement that cul-
minated in the storming of the Bastille. He was not a
member of the Assembly but an impecunious lawyer
in Paris. He often went to Versailles, however, not so
much to see Robespierre, as to visit Mirabeau, whom
(he himself tells us) he 'loved like a mistress". He hap-
pened to be in Versailles when Necker was dismissed
and immediately hastened back to Paris and made his
appearance in the Palais-Royal, which was not then the
mournful place it is to-day, but the pulsating heart of
Paris, where fashion, vice, gaming and politics found
colourful expression. In its garden were a number of
cafes and in one of these—the Cafe du Foy—Des-
moulins mounted a table and made an inflammatory
speech, in which he told of the dismissal of Necker and
spoke warningly of the danger of the King's mercen-
aries gathered on the Champ-de-Mars. There followed
a procession through the city and a minor riot. The
following day, however, the rioting was resumed, and
the day after the Bastille was stormed.
With all of this Robespierre had nothing to do. He
was in Versailles, where the rumours reaching the
Assembly were so alarming that it declared itself in
permanent session and did not adjourn for three days
and nights. Pale, haggard, prey to many conflicting
emotions, the deputies continued to deliberate as
messengers came and went and the news grew ever
more disturbing. There had been clashes between the
soldiers and the working men of the suburbs. . . . The
tocsin was being sounded. . . . Paris was arming. . . .
The Invalids had been invaded and rifles and cannon
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